VOL. 19 NO. 1

“Spem’ is
irrelevant if
you are going
in the wrong

direction.””

—M. Gandi

Who is
Responsible

Workshop
Calendar

Junk
the Raft

Burbank
Green Alliance

No Thank You
Styrofoam

BURBANK PUBLIC WORKS

Good News Burbank Residents!

Protect Your Plumbing and €4l $ 150!

One of the last things on most
residents’ minds is the condi-
tion of the sewer pipes that run
from their houses . . . unless you are
having a sewer backup. If you ask
anyone who has had a backed-up
toilet or shower or sink, they will tell
you that the condition of their sewer
pipe suddenly becomes priority #1!
During this moment of crisis, many
residents don't know what to do.
If a sewer backup happens to you,
where would you turn?

The Burbank Public  Works
Department has developed a new
program to help with a sewer
backup including a $150 rebate! It's
called the Sewer Lateral User Rebate
Program, or SLURP. The information
provided through this program will
help you get your home's sewer back
in working condition without break-
ing the bank.

The first step in taking care of a
sewer backup at your house is to find
a plumber. Unless your brother-in-
law is a plumber, you probably don't
know how to choose one beside
flipping open the phonebook and
selecting the best looking advertise-
ment. To help with this selection
process, the City has developed a
website where plumber reviews by
other residents have been listed. Just
go to www.BurbankUSA.com/SLURP

and click on the link for “plumber
evaluations.” As with any job, you
may want to get a few estimates
before you decide which plumber
to use.

After selecting a plumber, the
second step is giving that plumber
instruction on what to do. Ask the
plumber to clean and video inspect
your cleaned sewer lateral all the
way to the connection to the public
sewer main. This will include the
six-inch diameter portion of the line
from the property line to the con-
nection with the public sewer main.
Inform your plumber that you need
to have a copy of the videotape (or
DVD) at the end of the job.

The third step is to bring in the
plumber’s receipt, the videotape (or
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Sewer Lateral User Rebate Program

! How to Get a SLURP Rebate

1. Select a plumber.

I 2. Instruct your plumber to clean
] andvideo-inspect the sewer lateral.

3. Submit a rebate form, videotape
and receipt to Public Works.

4. Receive a $150 credit on your utility bill!

SUMMER 2009

DVD), and a completed rebate form
to the Public Works Department.
You can drop it off at our offices
(150 N. Third St., Burbank, CA
91510-6459) or mail it to us. Rebate
forms are available online at www.
BurbankUSA.com/SLURP.

The last step is easy! We give the
property owner a $150 credit on the
sewer service charge of their utility
bill. You now have the peace of mind
of a clean sewer pipe and a utility bill
rebate, too!

For more information on this pro-
gram, check us out on the web at
www.BurbankUSA.com/SLURP. You
can also call us at (818) 238-3915
or reach us by e-mail at SLURP@
ci.burbank.ca.us.
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Who is Responsible for all this Stuff?

“PRODUCT STEWARDSHIP, also known as Extended Producer Responsibility (EPR),
means that the manufacturers and producers take responsibility for the End-of-Life
for the products they create. Manufacturers and Producers have the ultimate influence
over how products are designed. EPR drives innovative, thoughtful “green” design and self-
sustaining collection & take-back systems that work for consumers.” The California Product
Stewardship Council

TAKE-BACK PROGRAMS:

(For details contact the business directly or visit their website)

BEST BUY offers “In-Store” collection a handling fee may apply. www.
of many consumer electronics and staples.com/sbd/content/about/soul/
accessories. environment.html

www.bestbuy.com/recycling
5 IKEA accepts alkaline batteries,
cardboard, paper, plastic bags, toner

@ pitcher filters; see website for mail cartridges, bottles and cans.
back options.
www.brita.com/us/support/filter- :f%—_; NIKE recycles old athletic shoes.
. E— g et
recycling/ “J’V/ﬁ Collection points include the Burbank
R Recycle Center and Nike stores located
US POST OFFICES (not all locations) at The Grove, Nike Town Los Angeles on
ﬁg offer free prepaid mail-back envelopes Wilshire and Rodeo, South Coast Plaza,
for ink cartridges and small electronics. and Fashion Island.
www.usps.com/green/recycle.htm www.nikereuseashoe.com

. fluorescent light (CFL) bulbsand = offer post consumer recycling of their
o  rechargeable batteries for power tools. E-waste via mail-in options or store

www.homedepot.com/ecooptions/ drop off programs. Fees and restrictions
vary. Participating companies include

Apple, Cannon, Dell, Hewlett-Packard,

STAPLES collect some electronics, ink
m cartridges, and rechargeable batteries - IBM, Kodak, Lexmark, MPC Computers,

Xerox, Nokia, Toshiba.

CHECK OUT
www.StoryofStuff.com

The Story of Stuff is a sharp, animated uncovering of the over-
production, over-consumption and waste in our global economy.

TAKE ACTION!

The California Product
Stewardship Council offers help
in choosing products wisely.

For more information visit: http://
calpsc.org/consumer/index.html

1. Verify “Green Claims”
3. Reduce your packaging

4. Take advantage of
take-back programs

5. Ask retailers for more
take-back programs

6. Reduce, Reuse, Recycle

7. Make smart choices and
vote with your dollars

WORKSHOPS

Backyard Composting and the
Cultural History of Microbes
September 16, 2009 7:00 p.m.
September 23, 2009 7:00 p.m.
September 26, 2009 9:30 a.m.

(Call 818-238-3900 for registration)

Native Nights

Beautiful California Native Plants
and Your Landscape

October 14, 2009 7:00 p.m.
October 28, 2009 7:00 p.m.
November 18, 2009 7:00 p.m.
January 13,2010 7:00 PM.
(Call 818-238-3731 for registration)




Junk the Raft

a Boat Made of Trash

nJune 1,2008, Dr. Marcus Eriksen and Joel

Paschal embarked on an 88-day journey
to Hawaii on a raft made of 15,000 plastic bottles,
some of which came from Burbank’s own Burbank
Recycle Center! The two ex-Marines sailed the raft
christened JUNK to call attention to the growing
problem of plastic trash in the Pacific Ocean. They
set sail from the Long Beach Aquarium and made
land 2,600 miles later in Ala Wai Harbor, near
Honolulu, Oahu.

JUNK was built by volunteers, students and a few
seasoned mariners from plastic bottles, dozens
of aluminum masts, a Cessna airplane fuselage,
a pile of old fishing nets and a lot of rope. To
find out what inspired this remarkable jour-
ney, Burbank Recycle Center staff interviewed Dr.
Marcus Eriksen.

Why was it important
to risk your life for
88 days
at sea?

“Plastic  marine
debris is the
most ubiquitous
pollutant in the
world. It's filling

our oceans rapidly,

and is bioactive in
the marine environ-
ment. It leaches and
absorbs toxins and trans-
ports those chemicals to the
animals that mistakenly eat it. Nearly

half of all seabird and marine mammal species
have been found with plastic trash in or around
their bodies, 86% of all sea turtle species and
countless fish. | do not want toxins in the food
| eat, or want to see an ocean damaged by our
junk. It's deeply unethical. It is irresponsible to
invent a material to last forever, and make prod-
ucts from it that are designed to be thrown away.
We can do much better. Glass, metal and paper
are completely recyclable and are not toxic in the
world if lost at sea. Single-use disposable plastics
have no place in a sustainable society.”

Dr. Marcus Ericksen collects
plastic on beach.

How did Burbank Recycle Center help
in your voyage?

“The Burbank Recycle Center came through for
us from Day 1. Geoff Folsom and Kreigh Hampel
were excited about our project from the beginning
and gave access to the 15,000 bottles we needed.
Without their initial support, I'm not sure we would
have been able to find the bottles we needed.’

Do you miss being on the open sea?

“I miss the quiet and solitude. | became used to
watching the sea for hours and becoming hyper-
aware of subtle changes in wind, current and
wave state. | miss the novel experiences, like a
rainbow that formed by moonlight alone or the
cooperative hunting between mahi-mahi and
frigatebirds. There are no experiences on land
that compare.”

Was there ever a time when you
thought of turning back?

“Yes, in the beginning, while on
anchor, we had three storms. One
pushed our airplane a foot across
the deck. Another washed all the
labels off our canned goods, so
we played mystery meal for the
next two months. And one storm,
with 50 knot winds, unscrewed the
caps off of 2000 Nalgene bottles. |
remember a little kid saying "Aren't
you gonna glue the caps on?" | should
have listened. Our third partner in the
project, Anna Cummins, our land-based support,
organized a rescue mission to bring us glue.’

50 years ago there was a similar trek

to Hawaii; can you compare the two
journeys?

“In 1958 four men rafted to Hawaii on a nine-ton
wooden box. | caught up with Don Macfarland,
who talked about catching Tuna every day, and
sieving the ocean surface for seafood soup of
plankton. | told him that we saw no tuna, and
caught only 16 fish total in 88 days. And that the
seafood soup on the ocean surface, which we
sieved, was mostly plastic.”

Photograph by Morgan Kavanaugh

Juk thsailed from Long Beach to Hawaii.

Do you have any stories you would like
to share with us. Something poignant
that will stay with you forever?

After two months at sea we were running out
of food and started fishing more. We caught a
Rainbow Runner with the hope of eating it, but
were distraught to find 17 fragments of plastic
inside its gut. | lost my appetite. We were really
low on food, but then we met Roz Savage. She
was rowing a 24-foot canoe from San Francisco
to Hawaii. We met her at sea approximately 1000
miles east of Hawaii. She was out of water and we
were short of food. Well, it just so happens that
we had a spare water maker, and she had tons of
Lara Bars and turkey jerky. In the middle of the
ocean, we exchanged gifts of life. We met again
in Hawaii three weeks later.

What is the impact of plastic on human
health and the ecosystem?

Plastic can absorb toxins, like PCB, DDT, other pes-
ticides, and PAH's from the incomplete burning
of fossil fuels. All the non-soluble pollutants that
wash down our streets end up in the sea and stick
to plastic. We are finding that animals that eat
plastic are absorbing those pollutants, including
fish that we eat.

What can Burbank residents do to
further your cause?

Support our organization so we can do more
research and education projects. Become a
member at www.algalita.org.

17 plastic fragments were found in the Rainbow Runner.
Photograph by Morgan Kavanaugh



Burbank shoppers consume some 63,000,000 disposable bags In eleven hours some 1,200 reusable bags were distributed in exchange
each year. On December 18, 2008, the City of Burbank joined forces  for a pledge to use their bag. Approximately1,200 pledge signatures were
with environmental group Heal the Bay and municipalities across L.A.  collected, along with dozens of video pledges.

County in support of A Day Without A Bag. Shoppers and retailers were asked  Please join your friends and neighbors in pledging to use reusable

to forgo disposable, plastic shopping bags in favor of reusable bags. bags when you shop!
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MAKE MONEY, RECYCLE

Aluminum, Glass, & Plastic

for containers £
less than 240z

for containers
240z or greater

Recycling centers are required to honor any request

for redemption payment by count for up to 50 empty
beverage containers of each material. Unless requested,
redemption centers may weigh your bottles and cans.

For questions contact the State Division of Recycling:
1-800-RECYCLE

For a list of State Certified buy back centers near you,
please visit: www.BottlesandCans.com.

STREET PROJECTS

lenoaks Boulevard Improvement Project: Glenoaks

Boulevard will be repaved between Dartmouth Road
and the City boundary (Cohasset Street). Construction
will include new pavement (made with recycled rub-
berized asphalt!), concrete repairs and some new side-
walks, and is expected to take place between July and
September of 2009.

Multi-Street Improvement Project: A large street improve-
ment project will repave the streets listed below.
Construction will include new pavement (more reuse of
recycled rubber!) and concrete repairs,and is expected to
take place between September and December of 2009.

Multi-Street Improvement Project List:

B Cambridge Drive, from Glenoaks Boulevard
to Sixth Street.

B Walnut Avenue, from Glenoaks Boulevard
to Sixth Street.

B North Chandler Boulevard, from
Buena Vista Street to Mariposa Street.

B Verdugo Avenue, from Buena Vista Street to
Olive Avenue.

B Pass Avenue, from Verdugo Avenue to
Chandler Boulevard.

B Olive Avenue, from Catalina Street to Parish Place.

B Main Street, from Riverside Drive to
Victory Boulevard.

B Clybourn Avenue, from Chandler Boulevard to
Victory Boulevard.

Take HOUSEHOLD HAZARDOUS WASTE
ﬁe 10S.A.F.E. COLLECTION CENTERS @

EAST SAN FERNANDO VALLEY LOS ANGELES-GLENDALE

11025 Randall St. 4600 Colorado Blvd.
Sun Valley, CA 91352 Los Angeles, CA 90039
Open: Saturday, Sunday, and Monday*  Saturday and Sunday*

9:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m. 9:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m.
For information, please call 1-800-98-TOXIC (1-800-988-6942)

ACCEPTED MATERIALS: paint and solvents; used motor oil and

filters, anti-freeze, and other automotive fluids; cleaning products;

pool and garden chemicals; aerosol cans; all medicine, syringes F
and needles; auto batteries; household (alkaline) batteries;

fluorescent tubes and bulbs, thermostats, and other mercury-

containing lamps. ﬁ
***RESIDENTS ARE LIMITED TO A TOTAL OF SIX _ |
ELECTRONICS PIECES PER VISIT ***

Electronics include: computers, monitors, printers, network, equipment,

cables, telephones, televisions, microwaves, video games, cell phones,
radios, stereos, VCRs, and electronic toys.

NOT ACCEPTED: business waste, ammunition, explosives, radioactive
material, biological waste or tires. Bulky Items: furniture, refrigerators,
washing machines/dryers, conventional ovens, paper, computer software.

TRANSPORTATION LIMIT FOR CHEMICAL RELATED ITEMS: It is
against the law to transport more than 15 gallons or 125 pounds of
hazardous waste to collection sites. Please pack your waste properly to
prevent tipping or spilling of the waste during transportation.

*S.A.F.E Collection Centers are closed during rain or on holidays. Business waste may be
dropped off by appointment only, call ahead for details.

Ay

v

Practice reuse with your furry friends!

Bring your blankets, towels, wash clothes, pet food
bowls, and cages to the Burbank Animal Shelter.
The shelter Does Not take comforters or coats.

Call 818-238-3340
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. Bring Your Own Bag! When the cashier asks

. Cut Out The Water Bottles! Save money and

WAYS TO GREEN
YOUR LIFESTYLE

“Paper or Plastic” answer with “Reusable.”

fill up a metal, reusable bottle with tap water.

Burbank Green Alliance
Building A Sustainable Community

lease join The City of

Burbank in welcoming
the Burbank Green Alliance
(BGA)!

In Spring 2008, the Burbank

For The Entertainment In-
dustry. Professionals gained
practical solutions, commu-
nication methods, and a plan
of action that can be utilized

3. No Straw or Stirrer Please! In 2006 Recycle Center invited Bur- onset' e A6 it @iiee, fpels
“Americans throw away 138 billion  china's Ministry bank businesses to help S included s S
straws and stirrers a year.” of Finance enforced a bl o oreen breess o0 NOTHEE A e,
County of Hawaii Department of 5% consumption tax on network. Reel Green Media, LLC; Josh

Environmental Management. disposable wooden chopsticks.

. | Take My Coffee Eco Friendly!

Bring a reusable, travel coffee mug and avoid waste.

. Improve Your Recycling! Recycle more than just cans,

plastic bottles, and glass containers.

Be Classy, Use Cloth! “Americans consume yearly on average
2,200 paper napkins or 6 napkins per day.” New York University

Just Say No To To-Go! Say No to extra utensils, straws,
napkins, and condiment packets!

. Shrink You Paper Usage! Print only what you need and

limit the printing of emails.

. Recharge It! Save money and reduce waste by using

rechargeable batteries.

Over the next few months
twenty-some business part-
ners shaped the BGA and
adopted a mission to pro-
mote effective sustainable
practices and build a net-
work of resources to support
the Burbank community.

On July 11, 2009, 125 enter-
tainment affiliated business-
es gathered for the Alliance’s
4th, quarterly Zero Waste Wo-
rkshop, A Reel Green Work-
shop—Practical Eco-Soltions

Mark, Director, Sustainability,
Fox Broadcasting Company;
and Shannon E. Schaefer,
Founder and President, Eco-
Set Consulting, LLC.

It is the goal of the BGA to
host quarterly events. For
helpful resources please visit
their growing website www.
burbankgreenalliance.org

To receive notifications
Dlease email Jessica
Aldridge at Info@
BurbankGreenAlliance.org

10. Buy Bulk, Save Big! Bulk means less packaging and more product.

11. Bring Your Own Chopsticks (B.Y.0.C.)! “25 million trees

are killed to produce 45 billion disposable pairs each year.”
Bian Jiang, Secretary-General of the China Cuisine Association

BU R%ﬁ-@éﬁ‘zﬂ

What Goes in the Recycle Bin
YES NO

M all clean, dry paper: junk mail, newspaper, W food-soiled paper: napkins, plates,
cardboard, catalogs, phone books, magazines towels, wrappers

M cans (aluminum, tin, steel) M styrofoam (#6)
B glass bottles & jars M plastics other than bottles or containers®

B plastic containers (soda, water, detergent,
milk, juice, yogurt, margarine, etc.)

M plastic bags*

B wet garbage

m (Ds, DVDs*

W electronics, batteries, light bulbs
M scrap metal**

empty and rinse all glass, plastic and metal containers

* Plastics other than bottles and containers: bags, toys,
scrap plastic, CDs, DVDs, VHS tapes, cassette tapes, may be recycled at the Burbank Recycle Center (BRC).

** Scrap metals are accepted (not purchased) at the Burbank Recycle Center.



City of Burbank

500 South Flower Street
Burbank, CA 91502-2106

(818) 238-3900

(818) 841-9700 (Saturdays)
Monday-Friday: 8 a.m. - 5 p.m.
Saturday: 8 a.m. - 4 p.m.

TYROFOAM IS EVERY

WHERE! It’s your to-go

container, your coffee cup,

your house insulation; it’s

in your bike helmet, your packaging, and
the ocean.

“Unfortunately the primary source for
Styrofoam found in our world today
is in our ocean,” said Geoff Folsom of
Burbank Recycling Incorporated

What is Styrofoam?

The name Styrofoam is actually a trade-
mark of Dow Chemical Company. But the
name is generically used to describe all
Expanded Polystyrene (EPS.) Polystyrene
is one of the most widely used kinds of pla-
stic; it is a foam like version of plastic #6.

Does the City of Burbank Recycle
Styrofoam/EPS?

The City of Burbank and The Burbank
Recycle Center do not collect Styrofoam
or EPS.

SYRINGES

Effective September 1, 2008—State law makesit illegal to
dispose of sharps (hypodermic needles, pen needles, intravenous
needles, and lancets) in the trash or recycling bins and compost
containers. Never place used needles, syringes or lancets in

the garbage or recycling containers.
Why Are Needles Dangerous?

PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT
BURBANK RECYCLE CENTER

BURBANK CITY COUNCIL

Gary Bric, Mayor

QW Printed on 30%
‘ ’ post-consumer

recycled paper

Although some cities do recycle EPS, the
costs generally outweigh the benefits.

Stryofoam’s success as a low cost, dis-
posable material is exactly what makes

it such a difficult candidate for recycling.

Because of its low ratio of recoverable
resin to high volume, Styrofoam must
be densified to justify the costs of tras-
portation and roughly 80% of recycling
costs are transportation. Densification
requires investment in specialized equip-
ment and a commitment to ongong
labor costs.

What is the Alternative?

BRING YOUR OWN reusable cup, buy
reusable cups for friends and for the
workplace, use durable cups at parties
and specify reusable cups and glasses
when hiring caterers. Ask businesses to
offer alternatives to EPS carryout con-
tainers or bring your own. The Recycle
Center staff gladly uses thrift store cups
for everyday use and for all of their Zero
Waste events.

Avoid Harmful Situations:

I Don’t throw used needles, syring-
es, or lancets in the garbage.

I Don't put needles in recycling

containers.

Anja Reinke, Vice Mayor

Dave Golonski, Council Member
Dr. David Gordon, Council Member
Jess Talamantes, Council Member
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Other Options for Reusing/
Recycling EPS?

I Reuse- a second life by reusing them
when you mail a package. Some UPS
and shipping stores will accept donat-
ed peanuts. Call the 24-hour Peanut
Hot line at 800-828-2214 to find a
reuse site near you.

I Large volume- If you are a business
that receives large quantities of EPS
check the Alliance of Foam Packaging
Recyclers’ website: www.
epspackaging.org/info.html

l Don't flush needles down the toilet.

I Don’t put needles into used plastic
milk jugs, bleach bottles, or soda
bottles.

Proper & Legal Disposal Choices:

Il Do use an approved disposal container.

Improper disposal can cause injuries to people; can spread germs

(hepatitis and HIV/AIDS); damage recycling equipment; and
require people to be tested for harmful or deadly diseases. You
have the power to prevent a situation like this simply by safely
disposing of your used sharps. Do not place others at risk when

safe alternatives are currently available.

l Do visit a S.A.EE Collection Center for proper disposal
(for locations and hours please see article on page 6)

0 Do visit http://www.ciwmb.ca.gov/HHW/Healthcare/Collection/ or call
1-800-CLEANUP for more information or additional disposal locations.

Sharp containers are available at the Burbank Recycle Center



